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Essential Guide to Buying a Swim Spa: 

 Tips, Costs & Benefits 

Is buying a swim spa right for you? This guide will help you find out. From 

understanding the different types and costs to exploring health benefits and 

installation tips, we’ve got you covered. By the end, you’ll know exactly what to 

look for in a swim spa. 

Key Takeaways 

• Swim spas come in three main types: entry-level, mid-level, and 

premium, catering to different needs and budgets. 

• Regular use of swim spas provides numerous health benefits, including 

improved physical fitness, relaxation, and therapeutic effects. 

• Choosing the right location, understanding installation requirements, 

and budgeting for both initial and long-term costs are essential steps in 

the swim spa purchasing process. 

Understanding Swim Spa Types 

Swim spas come in a variety of types, each catering to different needs and 

preferences. They are generally divided into three main categories: entry-level, 

mid-level, and premium. Each category offers unique features and benefits, 

making it essential to understand what each type entails to choose the right 

swim spa for you. 

Entry-level swim spas are perfect for those new to the world of swim spas, 

offering basic functionality and affordability. Mid-level swim spas provide 

enhanced features and are ideal for regular use, while premium swim spas 

boast advanced features and expansive space, catering to serious swimmers 

and fitness enthusiasts. 
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Let’s dive into the specifics of each category. 

Entry-Level Swim Spas 

Entry-level swim spas are designed for a new swim spa buyer seeking affordable 

options without compromising on essential features. These series swim spas offer 

basic hydrotherapy options and enough space for light exercise, making them a 

great choice for families. 

Entry-level swim spas provide a fantastic introduction to the swim spa 

experience, allowing families to enjoy various water activities together. 

Mid-Level Swim Spas 

Mid-level swim spas strike a balance between cost and functionality. They 

feature better jet systems, improved insulation, and more customization options 

compared to entry-level models. Priced typically between $29,000 and $45,000, 

these swim spas are suitable for users who desire more features and regular use 

without breaking the bank. 

The enhanced features make mid-level swim spas a great workout choice for 

those looking to integrate aquatic fitness into their daily routine. 

Premium Swim Spas 

For those seeking luxury and advanced features, premium swim spas are the 

ultimate choice. These high-end swim spas offer unparalleled quality and luxury, 

with features like Wi-Fi connectivity, dual-zone temperature control, and 

expansive space for swimming and exercising. 

The larger models provide ample room for fitness activities and relaxation, 

making them ideal for serious swimmers and fitness enthusiasts. Investing in a 

premium swim spa not only elevates your home environment but also supports 

your fitness and wellness journey. 

Exploring Health Benefits and Fitness Options 

Swim spas are a treasure trove of health and wellness benefits. They offer 

therapeutic effects and aquatic fitness opportunities that enhance overall 

health and well-being. Combining the features of both hot tubs and swimming 

pools, swim spas provide options for relaxation, fitness, and family fun. Whether 

you’re looking to recover from an injury, improve your fitness, or simply relax, a 

swim spa can cater to all your lifestyle needs. 
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The health benefits of swim spas are vast. Regular use can lead to improved 

mental health, reduced stress, and better sleep patterns. They support fitness, 

recovery, and relaxation goals, encouraging a healthy lifestyle for the entire 

family. 

Let’s explore the specific benefits of aquatic therapy, aqua fitness, and 

relaxation in more detail. 

Aquatic Therapy 

Aquatic therapy in a swim spa offers a low-impact environment that is perfect 

for recovery and pain relief. Key benefits include: 

• Hydrotherapy jets and heated water work together to improve blood 

circulation. 

• They help release endorphins and temporarily alleviate chronic pain. 

• Swim spas are excellent for those recovering from injuries or dealing with 

chronic conditions. 

• The buoyancy of water reduces the weight on muscles and joints, 

allowing for a comfortable and effective workout. 

Regular use of a swim spa can lead to total relaxation, reduced stress, and 

improved sleep patterns. The therapeutic benefits extend to mental health as 

well, with users experiencing enhanced happiness and well-being. With features 

designed to provide comfort and ease pain, swim spas are a valuable addition 

to any home focused on health and wellness. 

Fitness Benefits 

Swim spas are not just for relaxation; they are powerful tools for fitness as well. 

They cater to a wide range of users, from experienced swimmers and triathletes 

to those looking for efficient, low-impact workouts. Activities such as swimming, 

walking against resistance, and other water workouts can be performed in swim 

spas, making them versatile fitness equipment. 

The buoyancy of water in swim spas significantly reduces the impact on joints, 

making workouts more comfortable and accessible for people of all ages. 

Adjustable swim jets offer customizable resistance, allowing users to tailor their 

workouts to their fitness levels. Incorporating swim spas into fitness routines can 

aid in recovery and offer substantial health benefits. 

Relaxation and Wellness 
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A swim spa is a sanctuary for relaxation and wellness. Using a swim spa can 

significantly improve mental health by providing a peaceful environment for 

relaxation and social interaction. The soothing water and hydrotherapy jets help 

unwind after a stressful day, promoting overall well-being. The perfect swim spa 

enhances this experience even further. 

The social aspect of a swim spa cannot be overlooked. It encourages family fun 

and interaction, contributing to a happier home environment. Features like 

integrated sound systems and advanced lighting further enhance the 

enjoyment, creating a comprehensive swim spa experience that supports both 

relaxation and mental health. 

Choosing the Perfect Location 

Choosing the perfect location for your swim spa is crucial to maximizing its 

functionality and aesthetic appeal. Whether you opt for an indoor or outdoor 

installation, the chosen spot should be level, stable, and able to support the 

filled weight of the swim spa. Popular locations include: 

• Outdoor patios 

• Covered Decks 

• Garages 

• Other enclosures 

Leaving a minimum of three feet around the swim spa ensures proper access for 

maintenance and enhances usability. Consider both functionality and 

aesthetics when deciding on the location to ensure your swim spa becomes a 

cherished addition to your home. 

Let’s explore the specifics of indoor and outdoor installations. 

Indoor Installation 

Indoor installations offer the convenience of year-round use in a controlled 

environment. Your installation site must be level, stable, and solid enough to 

support the significant weight of the swim spa when filled with water. 

Proper drainage is essential to prevent moisture accumulation and maintain the 

structural integrity of the installation. Remember to confirm local zoning 

regulations before installation to avoid potential legal issues. 

Another consideration for installing indoors is proper ventilation.  Essential 

requirements include a dedicated, high-CFM exhaust fan controlled by a 
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humidistat, along with a tight-fitting cover to reduce evaporation and a 

dehumidification system 

Outdoor Installation 

Outdoor installations provide a connection with natural elements, enhancing 

the experience of swimming and relaxation. It’s important to consider 

landscaping options to integrate the swim spa seamlessly into your own 

backyard. 

A solid, level base is crucial to support the weight when filled and prevent 

warranty issues. Seasonal maintenance, such as preparing the swim spa for 

winter use, is essential for outdoor setups. 

Determining Available Space 

Before purchasing a swim spa, it’s essential to: 

• Measure the installation area to ensure a proper fit. 

• Assess available space to help choose the right size swim spa. 

• Ensure the swim spa matches your space requirements perfectly. 

• Understand the dimensions whether you opt for an in-ground or above-

ground installation. 

• Make sure there is enough room for access and safety. 

Consider adding three feet to the swim spa’s dimensions for proper installation 

and maintenance access. This additional space allows for ventilation and ease 

of use, especially for larger swim spas. 

Let’s dive into the specifics of measuring your space and matching the size to 

the available area. 

Measuring Your Space 

Accurately measuring your space ensures a smooth installation. Include the 

recommended additional clearance of three feet around the swim spa to 

account for access and safety. 

For indoor setups, consider ceiling height and adequate ventilation to ensure a 

safe and comfortable environment. These careful measurements ensure that 

your swim spa fits perfectly in the intended space. 

Matching Size to Space 
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Matching the size of your swim spa to the available space involves considering 

its main use, whether for swimming, fitness, or relaxation. Calculate the 

surrounding space by adding three feet to the swim spa’s dimensions to ensure 

proper installation and ease of use. 

Ensure there is ample more space around larger swim spas for ventilation and 

user comfort. This thoughtful planning will help you choose the perfect size swim 

spa for your space. 

Creating Your Feature Wishlist 

A feature wishlist helps in selecting a swim spa that suits your needs. A well-

defined wishlist helps narrow down options based on personal preferences and 

fitness goals. Factors to consider to tailor your wishlist to your lifestyle include: 

• Personal needs 

• Reputable dealers 

• Installation details 

• Payment plans 

Tailoring your wishlist ensures that you choose the best swim spa for your lifestyle. 

By reviewing available features and accessories, you can make informed 

decisions that enhance your swim spa experience. 

Let’s explore must-have and nice-to-have main features in detail. 

Must-Have Features 

When creating your wishlist, focus on must-have features that enhance your 

swim spa experience. High-end swim spas commonly include advanced jet 

systems for effective resistance swimming, durable construction, and user-

friendly controls for ease of use. 

Modern swim spas also come with smart features like Wi-Fi connectivity and 

remote management capabilities. These key features ensure that your swim spa 

not only meets your fitness goals but also provides a seamless user experience. 

Nice-to-Have Features 

Beyond the essentials, consider additional luxury features that can significantly 

enhance your swim spa experience. A dual temperature swim spa enables a 

separate hot tub temperature setting for the swimming and hot tub areas. This 

feature ensures a tailored level of comfort for users. 
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Advanced lighting options can create a relaxing ambiance, making evening 

swims more enjoyable. These nice-to-have features add a touch of luxury and 

elevate the overall functionality of your swim spa. 

Budgeting for Your Swim Spa Purchase 

When budgeting, consider both the initial investment and long-term costs of 

your swim spa. Swim spa prices can vary significantly, starting from around 

$29,000 for entry-level models and going beyond $65,000 for high-end options. 

Setting a realistic budget that aligns with your long-term fitness and relaxation 

goals is crucial. 

Remember that your choice of swim spa can affect ongoing expenses such as 

maintenance and energy use, which are critical for long-term budget 

considerations for many homeowners. Investing in a swim spa can also increase 

the aesthetic appeal and market value of your home. 

Understanding the price ranges, financing options, and long term investment 

additional costs will help you make an informed decision. Let’s explore these 

aspects in more detail. 

Price Ranges 

Swim spa prices can vary widely, with entry-level models typically ranging from 

$29,000, and high-end swim spas exceeding $65,000. Swim spa cost can 

significantly increase with hydrotherapy jets, larger sizes, and smart features like 

dual-zone temperature control. 

Understanding these price ranges helps you set a realistic budget and prioritize 

the features that matter most to you. 

Financing Options 

Many dealers offer financing plans that can ease the financial burden of 

purchasing a swim spa. These plans often include installment options, low-

interest personal loans, and dealer financing. Considering financing options can 

significantly reduce upfront costs, making swim spas more affordable for a wider 

range of buyers. 

Discussing payment methods with your dealer is essential to find a plan that suits 

your budget. 

Long-Term Costs 
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Understanding the long-term costs of owning a swim spa is crucial for effective 

financial planning. Key points include: 

• Annual upkeep can range from $1,000 to $3000, depending on usage 

and maintenance needs. 

• Regular maintenance helps prevent costly repairs. 

• Maintenance maintains energy efficiency, leading to long-term savings. 

• Evaluating the swim spa’s energy efficiency and considering ongoing 

expenses will help you manage your budget more effectively. 

Comparing and Testing Top Models 

Comparing and testing top swim spa models is an essential step in making an 

informed decision. Here are the key steps to follow: 

• Build a feature wishlist to compare different options based on specific 

needs and preferences. 

• Use the wishlist to clarify priorities and streamline the decision-making 

process. 

• Visit local dealerships and test the selected models to ensure they meet 

your requirements. 

Testing swim spas in person allows you to gauge their performance, comfort 

levels, and overall feel. Firsthand experience can greatly influence purchase 

satisfaction and long-term enjoyment. 

Let’s dive into the specifics of model comparison and test runs. 

Model Comparison 

When comparing swim spa models, consider factors like size, energy efficiency, 

and warranty offerings. Evaluating key elements such as dimensions, features, 

and brand reputation will help you make an informed decision. 

This thorough comparison ensures that you choose a swim spa that aligns with 

your needs and preferences. 

Test Runs 

Test runs are crucial for ensuring that you select a swim spa that feels right. 

Visiting showrooms allows you to experience swim spa models up close and 

personal. Testing in person helps you gauge various swim spa performance and 

comfort levels, significantly influencing purchase satisfaction. 
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Firsthand experience is invaluable in making a confident and informed decision. 

Finalizing Your Purchase 

Finalizing your swim spa purchase involves understanding the available payment 

plans, warranty coverage, and preparing for installation. Financing options often 

include installment plans, low-interest personal loans, and financing through the 

dealer, making it easier to manage the cost of your swim spa. Discussing these 

options with your dealer ensures you find a plan that suits your budget. 

Ensuring you understand the warranty coverage protects your investment 

against potential defects or issues. Discussing accessories that could 

complement your swim spa and understanding maintenance requirements will 

help you enjoy your swim spa to the fullest. 

Let’s explore payment plans, warranty, and installation preparation in detail. 

Payment Plans 

Financing options for swim spas often include installment plans, low-interest 

personal loans, and financing through the dealer. Typical swim spa costs range 

from $29,000 to over $70,000, depending on features and quality. 

Discussing these financing options with your dealer helps you find a payment 

plan that fits your budget. 

Warranty and Support 

Considering the warranty offered by each brand is essential as it reflects the 

manufacturer’s confidence in their product’s durability. Most swim spas come 

with a minimum warranty of three years, covering major components and 

structural issues. 

Selecting a dealer who provides comprehensive installation services, warranties, 

and ongoing support ensures a positive swim spa experience. 

Installation Preparation 

Preparing for swim spa installation involves understanding: 

• Delivery costs, which typically range from $800 to $1,500 and are 

influenced by factors such as distance and terrain 

• Terrain challenges 

• Electrical setup requirements 
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Hiring licensed electricians ensures that electrical setups comply with 

safety standards and local regulations. 

Maintaining Your Swim Spa Investment 

Maintaining your swim spa investment involves: 

• Regular upkeep, such as cleaning filters and maintaining appropriate 

chemical levels, which are essential for longevity. 

• Seasonal care to ensure optimal performance throughout the year. 

• Professional servicing to address more complex maintenance needs. 

Swim spas feature energy-efficient designs that simplify water care 

management, potentially reducing minimal maintenance expenses over 

time. 

Seasonal care ensures your swim spa remains functional and enjoyable year-

round. Properly maintaining the swim spa cover prevents mold growth and 

enhances insulation efficiency. 

Utilizing professional servicing for complex issues helps extend the lifespan and 

maintain the performance of your swim spa. Let’s explore regular maintenance, 

seasonal care, and professional servicing in detail. 

Regular Maintenance 

Regular maintenance is essential for the longevity of your swim spa. Tasks like 

cleaning filters, maintaining appropriate chemical levels, and testing water 

quality ensure safe usage. Monthly maintenance should include soaking filter 

elements in a cleaner to maintain filtration efficiency, and changing the water 

every six months keeps it clean and balanced. 

Seasonal Care 

Swim spas can be used year-round, but seasonal care is crucial for maintaining 

their functionality. Key maintenance considerations include: 

• Colder water requires less upkeep, influencing maintenance frequency. 

• Properly maintaining the swim spa cover enhances insulation efficiency. 

• Maintaining the cover also prevents mold growth. 

This ensures year-round enjoyment of your swim spa. 

Professional Servicing 
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Professional servicing is essential for addressing complex issues and extending 

the lifespan of your swim spa. Regular professional servicing helps maintain 

performance and can lead to long-term savings on repairs. 

As your swim spa ages, seeking professional servicing prevents major 

breakdowns and enhances the overall master spas swim spa experience. 

Summary 

In summary, choosing and maintaining the perfect swim spa involves 

understanding the different types, exploring health benefits, selecting the right 

location, budgeting, and finding a reputable dealer. Creating a feature wishlist 

helps narrow down options based on personal preferences and fitness goals. 

Investing in a swim spa not only enhances your home but also supports a 

healthy and active lifestyle. Dive into the world of swim spas and transform your 

home into a haven of fitness, relaxation, and fun. 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What are the main types of swim spas available? 

The main types of swim spas are entry-level, mid-level, and premium, each 

catering to different needs and budgets. So, whether you're looking for 

something basic or high-end, there's a swim spa for you! 

How do swim spas benefit health and fitness? 

Swim spas are great for health and fitness as they provide a fantastic way to 

recover from injuries through aquatic therapy, allow for low-impact workouts, 

and help you relax, promoting better mental well-being. So, they're a smart 

investment for both your body and mind! 

What should I consider when choosing a location for my swim spa? 

When choosing a location for your swim spa, prioritize a level and stable site with 

proper drainage, and make sure to leave at least three feet of space around it 

for easy maintenance access. This will keep your spa enjoyable and hassle-free! 

What are the long-term costs associated with owning a swim spa? 
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Owning a swim spa can lead to long-term costs between $1,000 and $2,500 

annually for upkeep, plus additional expenses for energy efficiency. Staying on 

top of maintenance is key to avoiding bigger repair bills down the line. 

How important is it to find a reputable dealer? 

It's super important to find a reputable dealer because they ensure a positive 

buying experience with quality service and support, plus warranty coverage. In 

short, going with a trusted dealer makes all the difference! 


